Considerations for Acceleration:

Whole Grade or Grade Acceleration  

(Student is assigned full-time to a higher grade)

· Clearly demonstrated consistent high ability in almost all subject areas

· Clearly demonstrated accelerated performance in most subject areas when compared to his or her age-mates

· Full Scale IQ is at least one standard deviation above the mean (115) (Iowa Acceleration Scale)

· Students who tend to need acceleration tend to have IQs 140+ (Jim Delisle)
· Socio-emotional adjustment concerns are minimal

· Ohio Achievement Test scores, if available, are consistently in the advanced category

· Siblings are either not in the proposed accelerated grade level or are two or more grades above or below the child; if 
                                  they are, this needs to be discussed by the team with the parent(s)

· Good school attendance

· Positive attitude, neither over-estimating his or her ability or under-estimating

· Assignments are completed with care; student is motivated to do well

· Likes challenges

· Physical size of student is comparable with the proposed acceleration grade level; if size is dramatically different, the
                                  team needs to discuss the impact and how the discrepancy will be managed

· Interpersonal skills with peers and adults are appropriate for his or her age

· Parents are supportive, but not overly involved in their child’s education

· Several people (GIS, classroom teachers, parents, counselor) who know the child are supportive of whole grade 
                                  acceleration

· Time management is not an issue (e.g., student has activities scheduled every day or night during the school week,
    
                    such as sports or dance)

· Acceleration is clearly a “need” and not a “want”
· The student has a support system in place to fill in possible learning gaps.

· Pre-assessment information would indicate a high level of mastery of concepts not yet introduced.

Subject Acceleration

(Student is placed in another grade level for instruction in a specific subject area(s) as appropriate)

· Clearly demonstrated consistent high ability in one or two subject areas

· Clearly demonstrated accelerated performance in one or two subject areas when compared to his or her age-mates

· Full Scale IQ is at least one standard deviation above the mean (115) (Iowa Acceleration Scale); although students
                                  are most likely identified as Superior Cognitive
· Socio-emotional adjustment concerns are minimal

· Ohio Achievement Assessment scores, if available, are consistently in the advanced category for the subject being
               
     considered for acceleration

· Siblings are either not in the proposed accelerated grade level or are two or more grades above or below the child; if 

                    they are, this needs to be discussed by the team with the parent(s)

· Good school attendance

· Positive attitude, neither over-estimating his or her ability or under-estimating

· Assignments are completed with care; student is motivated to do well

· Likes challenges

· Physical size of student is comparable with the proposed acceleration grade level; if size is dramatically different, the
                                  team needs to discuss the impact and how the discrepancy will be managed

· Interpersonal skills with peers and adults are appropriate for his or her age

· Parents are supportive, but not overly involved in their child’s education

· Several people (GIS, classroom teachers, parents, counselor) who know the child are supportive of subject grade
                                  acceleration

· Time management is not an issue (e.g., student has activities scheduled every day or night during the school week,
 
                    such as sports or dance)

· Acceleration is clearly a “need” and not a “want”

· Scheduling the subject acceleration will not pose a problem for other subject areas
· The student has a support system in place to fill in possible learning gaps.

· Pre-assessment information would indicate a high level of mastery of concepts not yet introduced in the subject under
                                  consideration.

Parenting Gifted Kids (2006) by James Delisle 

“Although it is hard to generalize about the needs of children I have not met, my experiences with gifted children lead me to state the following:

· Children with IQs in the 130-140 range can often be accommodated in regular classrooms where teachers adjust the curriculum to meet their advanced abilities.  Social and emotional difficulties are uncommon, as there is a large enough pool of children with similar abilities that legitimate friendships can be formed.  

· Children with IQs in the 140-160 range can seldom be accommodated sufficiently in an educational environment that merely ‘stretches’ or enriches the curriculum.  Intensive modification or curriculum, including grade skipping, needs to be considered as viable.  Too, agemates may offer little social sustenance, as these children will prefer—and need—the company of older intelligent children and/or adults.

· Children with IQs above 160 have academic and intellectual needs that are so unique that typical school resources will be unable to provide fully for their education.  For these rare children, a team of professionals (including a teacher, gifted expert, parents, and a psychologist) will need to be convened, much as a similar team would be gathered for a child with severe learning disabilities.  Intellectually, socially, and emotionally, these profoundly gifted children are more at risk than others if their level of giftedness is not addressed directly.  

Iowa Acceleration Scale

How important are the test scores?

A student who just qualifies is probably not the ideal candidate for acceleration.  One must examine the potential for long-term achievement.  Accelerated students should be expected to achieve, relative to their new grade peers, at a high level that is generally comparable to their performance in their previous grade.  These students are typically in the top 10% in a class and one would expect them to remain in the top 10% throughout their academic career.  Thus, test scores should be strong in order for acceleration to be successful.  
